The purpose of this study is to determine the effect of teacher candidates' critical literacy levels on their media literacy levels. In the study, general survey model was used. The working group consists of 565 students studying at various departments of Bartın University, Faculty of Education. 'Media Literacy Level Determination Scale' developed by Karaman and Karataş (2009) and 'The scale of Critical Literacy' developed by Yılmaz (2013) were used in this study. According to the results of the path analysis which is conducted to determine the effect of the critical literacy of teacher candidates on their media literacy, it is seen that the t values related to the variables of media literacy and critical literacy are significant at .05 level. In addition, it is seen that p value related to x 2 value is significant in the model which critical literacy affects media literacy.
Introduction
Literacy is defined as the state of being literate in Turkish Dictionary (TDK, 2017) . In this respect, literacy is related to reading and writing written texts (Sezer & Sert. 2013, 67) . However, this definition is not enough to explain the term literacy today. Today, literacy, which used to involve decoding the letters on paper, has transformed into literacy based on interpreting (Kurudayıoğlu & Tüzel, 2010, 284) . The advances in technology, production and expansion of knowledge not only from print resources but also from various others changed the meaning of the concept of literacy and different types of literacy arose. Media literacy, which is one of those types of literacy, can be defined as using mass media tools according to one's own needs, accessing the contents in those tools (Aydoğdu & İlhan, 2015, 54) , understanding the messages in the media correctly and analysing and evaluating these messages correctly and consciously (Kurt & Kürüm, 2010, 21) . Media literacy can also be defined as the society's knowledge on the functioning of the mass media tools. However, this knowledge should include all dimensions of the functioning of media such as the economic grounds, organizational structures, psychological impacts and social results (Messaris, 1998) . In other words, it can be defined as accessing the messages in print and non-print television, cinema, internet etc. and the competence to evaluate and communicate these messages (Manzo, 2007; Gomez & Gomez, 2007) .
Media literacy requires using the media effectively and wisely and questioning whether the presented information is correct or not (Aydoğdu & İlhan, 2015, 54) . In other words, it is important to have a critical point of view and to question knowledge. Media makes life easier for people but on the other hand, it could lead people to be exposed to unnecessary, incorrect and imperfect knowledge. At this point, it is necessary to question, criticize and search if the information is correct rather than just accepting it (Kılınç & Potur, 2014) . Therefore, it is necessary to combine and use media literacy with critical literacy.
Within the theory of critical pedagogy, critical literacy is one of the literacies that involve not only knowing reading and writing but also reading, writing, thinking and reacting (Kılınç and Potur, 2014) . Critical literacy can be defined as the ability to question, examine and comprehend a text. It is going back to the text while reading, questioning the text and the author of the text, analysing and examining and explaining how texts shape the values and beliefs of the individuals (Curdt-Christiansen, 2010). It is difficult to interpret texts objectively. It is important to recognize the messages related to race and gender. As critical literacy develops individuals become more conscious (Mkandawire & Walubita, 2015) . Potur (2014, 808) indicates that the purpose of critical literacy is increasing the critical and social awareness of the students. Critical literacy is based on individual, socio-political, economic and intellectual research (Bishop, 2014) . Critical literacy provides individuals with the tools they need to think in-depth about the texts they see. (Binark & Bek, 2007) . As in Turkey (Yılmaz, 2013), media literacy is taught with a protectionist approach rather than critical approach.
The purpose of this study, which is about the relationship between media literacy that all individuals are expected to have and critical literacy, is to determine "the impact of the critical literacy levels of teacher candidates on their media literacy levels". In the light of this purpose, the relationship between critical literacy and media literacy are examined based on gender, department and grade level.
Method
In the current study, correlational survey method is used to determine the relationship between media literacy and critical literacy. The purpose is to determine the existing condition.
Study Group
The study group is 565 students studying at the Faculty of Education at Bartın University. Information about the students are given in Table 1 .
Of the participating students, 63% are female and 37% are male. The breakdown of the students based on the departments they study are as given: 15.8% (89) 
Collection and Analysis of Data
In collecting the data in the study, "Media Literacy Levels Scale" (Karaman and Karataş, 2009) and "Critical Literacy Scale" (Yılmaz, 2013 ) are used.
"Media Literacy Levels Scale" includes 17 items and three factors. The Cronbach Alpha coefficient of the scale is ,840. The Cronbach alpha values for the factors are as follows: ,721 for "Having Information" factor, ,705 for "Being able to analyse and form reaction" factor and ,680 for "Being able to judge and recognize implicit messages" factor. It is a five-point likert type scale and the questions are scaled as; "1=Never, 2= Rarely, 3= Sometimes, 4=Frequently and 5= Always" (Karaman & Karataş, 2009).
Critical Literacy Scale has 14 items and two factors. There are options to determine the frequency of behaviours related to critical literacy. These are scaled as; "1=Never, 2= Rarely, 3= Sometimes, 4=Frequently and 5= Always". The KMO of the scale is found as 0,884; Bartlett test as 2055,293 and sd as 91 (p=0,000). The Cronbach Alpha value of the scale is 0.82; and it is 0,76 for the "Critical Reading" factor of the scale and 0,71 for the "Critical writing" factor of the scale (Yılmaz, 2013) .
Analysis of Data
In analysing the data, t-test is used for pairwise comparisons, analysis of variance is used for multiple comparisons and path analysis is used when looking into the relationships.
Findings
T-test results showing the relationship between media literacy and critical literacy depending on gender are given in table below: There is no statistically significant difference between media literacy (t=0.570, Sd=563, p>0.05) and critical literacy (t=0.570, Sd=563, p>0.05) depending on gender. The student answers in media literacy and critical reading mostly fall under "frequently" answer. Accordingly, it is possible to say that students' critical reading and media literacy levels are high. When students' critical literacy and media literacy levels are examined depending on the departments, it is seen that their answers fall under frequently option. When their means are compared, it is seen that the means of Turkish Language Teaching ( =3.89) and Social Studies Teaching ( =3.86) are higher compared to other departments. Whether there is a statistically significant difference in both media and critical literacy depending on the departments is tested and the results are given in Table 4 . When students' critical literacy and media literacy levels are examined depending on the grade level, it is seen that the answers of all grade levels fall under frequently option in both media literacy and critical literacy. When their means are compared, it is seen that the means of senior students have higher means compared to the rest of grade levels; and junior students have lower means compared to other grade levels. Whether there is a statistically significant difference between means are tested and the results are given in Table 6 . According to Table 6 , there is no statistically significant difference between media literacy and critical literacy depending on grade level. The results of path analysis carried out to determine the impact of teacher candidates' critical literacy levels on their media literacies are given in Figure 1 . When Figure 1 is examined, it is seen that the t value related to media literacy and critical literacy variables is significant at .05 level. Besides, in the model in which the impact of critical literacy on media literacy is established, it is seen that the p value of x 2 is significant. When the model is evaluated according to the ratio of x 2 and degree of freedom (x 2 /sd=1631,90/433=3,76), it can be expressed that the agreement is at a good level. When the goodness-of-agreement indices of the model were examined, the following values were found as GFI=.84; AGFI .82; Standardized RMR=.062; CFI=.95; NFI=.92; NNFI=.94; IFI=.95 and RMSEA=.07. When the agreement indices of the model are examined, it is seen that the model is compatible.
Results, Conclusions and Recommendations
The purpose of this study is to determine the effect of teacher candidates' critical literacy levels on their media literacy levels. In the study, students' answers in media literacy and critical reading mostly fall under "frequently" category. When students' critical literacy and media literacy levels are examined depending on the departments, it is seen that their answers fall under frequently option. A statistically significant difference is found in both literacies depending on department. To find out between which departments this difference arose, Scheffe/LSD tests are conducted and the results indicate that there is a significant difference between Physical Education and Sports Teaching and Social Studies Teaching; Physical Education and Sports Teaching and Turkish Language Teaching in media literacy.
When students' critical literacy and media literacy levels are examined depending on the grade level, it is seen that the answers of all grade levels fall under frequently option in both media literacy and critical literacy. As a result of path analysis, there is a significant relation between teacher candidates' critical literacy levels and on their media literacies.
Using media literacy and critical literacy together is quiet effective for individuals to keep themselves safe, increase their awareness and understand and support the messages given correctly (Şahin & Tüzel, 2011; Başaran, 2005; Kıncal & Kartal, 2009 ). The result of the study indicates that students' media literacy and critical literacy levels are high. However, this finding should be supported by different studies.
